Useful Quotes about Tzedakah and Mitzvahs

Charismatic leaders make us think, “Oh, if only I could do that, be like that.”
True leaders make us think, “If they can do that, then...I can too.”
John Holt, Educator

When I was young, I admired clever people. Now that I am old, I admire kind people.
Abraham Joshua Heschel, 5”1

To be is to stand for.
Abraham Joshua Heschel, 5”1

To be is to do.
Myriam Mendilow, 7”1

To be Jewish is to be an idealist.
Unknown Source

The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy, it’s
indifference. And, the opposite of life is not death, it’s indifference. Because of indifference one
dies before one actually dies.

Elie Wiesel
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Whatever I want for myself,
I want the same for that other person.
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And whatever I do not want for myself or my friends,
I do not want for that other person.
This is the meaning of the verse,
“And you shall love the other person as yourself.” (Leviticus 19:18)
Maimonides, Sefer HaMitzvot,
Positive Mitzvah #206
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[God says:] Just as I create worlds and bring the dead back to life,
you, human beings, are also capable of doing the same.
Midrash Psalms 116:8
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Shimon [the son of Rabban Gamliel] says:
It is not what one says, but rather what one does,
that makes all the difference in the world.
Pirke Avot 1:17
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Rabbi Elazar Says:
Tzaddikim-Good People say little and do much.
Bava Metzia 87a
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We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.
Winston Churchill

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed,
it’s the only thing that ever does.
Margaret Mead

P ny
02D PYI PaM Ty D°T7AY D°pIX 5w N2 N°RY DX
“A time to embrace” (Ecclesiastes 3:5):
If you see a group of Tzaddikim-Good People standing near you,
stand up and hug them and kiss them and hug them again.
Ecclesiastes Rabba 3:5, 1

There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as
though everything is a miracle.
Einstein

Mature your minds with great thoughts; to believe in the heroic makes heroes.
Benjamin Disraeli

Most of the things worth doing in the world had been declared impossible before they were done.
Justice Louis Brandeis

What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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A person who runs to do just, good, and kind deeds

attains Life, success, and honor.
Proverbs 21:21

Nothing is so contagious as an example. We never do great good or great evil without bringing
about more of the same on the part of others.
La Rochefoucauld

This is happiness: to be dissolved into something completely great.
Willa Cather

How wonderful it is that no one need wait a single moment to start to improve the world.
Anne Frank
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For I have selected him [Abraham]
so that he may instruct his children and his posterity after him
to keep God’s ways:
to do what is just and right. [Tzedakah U’Mishpat] (Genesis 18:19)
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Tikkun Olam/Mitzvahs/Tzedakah QuoTtes flRom 1 + 1 = 3

1. Tzedakah is not about giving;
Tzedakah is about being.
(Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson)

2. Three things in human life are imPor‘tant:
The first is to be kind.

The second is to be kind.

And the third is to be kind.

(Henry James)

3. Each man has inside him a basic &cccncg and goodncss. if he listens to it and acts on it, he is gving a
reat deal of what it is the world needs most. It is not complicated but it takes courage. It takes courage

%or aman to listen to his own gooclncss and act on it.
(Norman Cousins)

4. Living isnota Privatc affair of the individual.
Living is what man does with God’s time,
what man does with God’s world.
(Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel)

5. The mcaning of man’s life lies in his Pchccting the universe. He has to distinguisl']mand redeem the
sParks omc holincss scattcrcd throughout the clarlmcss oF thc worlcl.
(Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel,)

6. What we want to changc we curse and then Pick upa tool.
Bless whatever you can with eyes and hands and tongue.
hcgou can’t bless it, get rcadg to make it new.
(Marge Piercy, poet)

7. Rabbi simla’i cx[:)lainccl in a sermon:
The Torah bcgins and ends with acts of caring, loving kindness. (Talmud: Sotah 14a)
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8. I would say to young col:)lc a number of things..‘.l would say let them remember that there is mcaning
bcyond absurclity. Let tEcm be sure that every little deed counts, that every word has ower, and that we
can, everyone, do our share to redeem the world in sPitc of all absurdities and all the E‘ustrations and all
clisaPPointmcnts.

(Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel)

9. Assurc&ly, thus says God:...
hcgou Producc what is noble out of what is wortHcss,
You shall be MH spokcspcrson. (Jeremiah 15:19)
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10. Tobeisto bc~with—clignit9.
(Anonymous)

1. When you take a stand, it shapes who you are. It sets your Prioritic& It wakes you up in the morning,

and it dresses you. It Puts you to bed at night. There’s &CCP sPiritua]itg in that way of bcing
(Lynne Twist, founding executive of The Hunger Project)
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12. When the great, sweet Rabbi Zusia of HaniPol was on his Aea’chbed, his students ga’chered all
around him. The Teacher said to them:

When lgetto the Next World, I am not afraid if God will ask me, “Zusia, wl’ly weren’t you Moses, to
lead the People out of this land where Jews are so oPPressed and beaten 133 the People?” | can answer, “|
did not have the leadership abilities of a Moses.”

And if God asks, “Zusia, whg weren’t you lsaiah, re rimanding the People for their sins and urging
them to change their ways, to rePent?” I could answer, “ id not have the eloquence of lsaiah, the Great
Master of Powencul and dazzlings eech.”

And if God should ask, “Zusia, whg weren’t you Maimonides, to exPIain the deePer meaning of
Judaism to the hilosopl'lers of the world, 50 ’cl’leg would understand the Jews better and Perhaps treat
them better?” Ican answer, “I did not have the vast intellectual skills of Maimonides.”

No, my students, | am not afraid of those questions. What | fear is this: What if God asks me,
“Zusia, why weren’t you Zusia?”’

Then what will 1 say?

(Chassidic Tale)

13. Never doubt that a small group of thoughtfu!, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the
only tl'ling that ever does.
(Margaret Mead)

4. Noboclg makes a greater mistake than he who does nothing because he could onlg do alittle.
(Edmund Burke)
15. Magbe I'ma Fool, but I believe that cligni’cy wins out.
When it cloesn’t, thenwe as a PeoPle become extinct.
(Roy Stryker, The Depression Photography Project)

16. ...ever sing]e person is required to say,
“The whole world was created for my sake.” (Mishnah Sanhedrin, end of chapter 4)
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17. Whatever you can do, or dream you can do, you can.
Boldness has a genius, magjc and power toit.
(Goethe)

18. It is not the critic who counts, or how the strong man stumbled and Fe”, or where the doer of deeds
could have done better. The credit be[ongs to the man who is ac’cua”g in the arena, whose face is marred
bg dust and sweat and blood, who strives Valiantlg, who errs and comes up short again and again, who
knows the great enthusiasm, the great devotion, and spends himself in a worth cause; and if he fails, at
least fails while daring greatly, so that he will never be with those cold and timid souls who know neither
ViC’COI‘H nor defeat.
(Theodore Roosevelt)
19. It’s not what you are, but what you don’t become that hurts.
(Oscar Levant)

20. Whenlwas younger, my dreams of what | ]'loped to write woke me from my soundest sleeP.
(Stephen Dobyns, poet)
21. Please make sure my red beargets a goocl home.
(Lisa, a Jewish communal worker,
donating one of her favorite stuffed animals
during her agency’s campaign to provide for others.)
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